Preliminary outline of the Workshop “Shaping Data Management infrastructure for Plant Sciences through ERA-CAPS”
14.00 – 17h00 in room 1016 of Kollegiengebäude I (KG I) Platz der Universität 3, in Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany.

· Welcome and introduction;

· SEEK Data Management System (Dr. Olga Krebs; Heidelberg; 40 min).
· General discussion and plenary session around the following points:
General questions:

1) What is required by the scientific community with respect to data management:

What data do plant scientists keep? 

What data do plant scientists share? 

Is it cost effective to keep data or should it just be recreated as required? 

If there is a community need for the storage of data - which data? 

What data should be shared but are not currently shared? 

2) What Databases / Data Management Systems are currently being used or developed by the plant science community? Are there any gaps?

3) How do plant scientists deal with quality control of data? 

Questions from the funding agencies perspective:

1) Willingness to submit and to share data: If certain requirements are met (proper credit to researchers who provide original data, and proper reward for the effort of curating and submitting good quality data), will the community generally favor data sharing policies?

2) Which resources (extra funding?) would be required within in individual projects in order to enable the PIs to submit their data into public repositories? 

3) Are there existing Data Management systems for (European/ international) plant science that should be supported by ERA-CAPS, in order to support data management and data sharing in publicly funded projects? 

What technical requirements will be key to rally support for Data Management Systems in Plant Sciences, and are these being met by existing/ emerging systems?  

Is there a need to start something from scratch (e.g. a DMS for some type of data not currently covered)?

4) Should ERA-CAPS actively promote further development and implementation of data standards? Or is this being sufficiently/ better addressed elsewhere?

5) Should data sharing be made obligatory for publicly funded projects (within ERA-CAPS and beyond)? Would such a pushy approach backfire? Or does ERA-CAPS even have to hurry more, since other players are already putting data-sets, that were obtained through public funding, behind ‘Pay Walls’ and other access-limiting restrictions?

6) How can we assess the scientific impact of data sharing? 

Is it possible to track data use (and thus, indirectly, the value / quality / popularity of resources that distribute data, such as databases)? 

